Anesthesia for craniofacial osteotomies.
Management of major craniofacial deformities requires an interdisciplinary approach. The importance of the role of the anesthesiologist is often not appreciated by those outside that specialty. The experience of almost fifteen years of dealing with these very difficult cases is presented. Anesthetic techniques are discussed in general terms. Intraoperative and postoperative airway problems and solutions are stressed. An effort is made to describe how the anesthesiologist should work with the surgeon to prevent anesthetic emergencies and to ensure optimal patient management.